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similar defensive line westward of the Nagpoor
territories. The necessity of adopting this alter-
native, should operations ever be undertaken
without the co-operation of the Bhoosla, was fully
acknowledged in the course of those discussions
upon the practicability and mode of suppressing
the predatory associations, which had preceded
the representation to the home authorities; but
it formed part of that extended system, which it
had been resolved not to commence upon for the
present, in fear of alarming the independent states.
Wherefore, although Lord Hastings resolved in
the end to adopt this course, he would have de-
ferred so doing, notwithstanding the disappoint-
ment in respect to Nagpoor, had not some indi-
cations appeared of a combination amongst the
Mahratta powers, the danger of which required to
be anticipated.

At the time of rejecting our alliance, it was
discovered, that the Bhoosla was actually en-
gaged in negotiating one of an offensive and
defensive character with Sindheea, for the sub-
jugation of the Bhopal principality by their joint
arms. One oS the ostensible pretexts for this
confederacy was, the necessity of a counter-prepa-
ration against the ambitious projects of the Bri-
tish government; which were inferred, as well
from the attempt to establish our influence at
Nagpoor, as from the stir of our military prepa-